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ThivS  past  summer  it  v/as  difficult  for  us  in  Yorkton  to  realise  that  drought 
conditions  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  the  West.  In  this  section  of  Saskatchev/an 
every  slough  and  road-side  pond  vras  filled  to  overflowing  and  ducks  were  back  in 
numbers  comparable  to  those  remembered  by  the  old-timers  thirty''  or  forty  years 
ago.  The  great  increase  in  the  number  of  ducks  vras  undoubtably  the  highlight  of 
bird  life  this  year.  The  fall  migration  has  presented  few  outstanding  features. 
Cold  weather  early  in  w'^eptember  sped  the  early  migrants  on  their  way,  and  an 
unusuallj’^  warm  spell  in  October  in  no  way  seems  to  have  tempted  the  later  travell¬ 
ers  to  linger  on  beyond  their  normal  departure  date.  One  thing  might  be  noted- 
in  the  spring  we  complained  of  a  scarcity  of  the  transient  visitants;  this  Fall 
they  made  up  foi'  their  neglect  of  us  last  spring.  White -throated  sparrows, 

Myrtle  warblers,  Harris  sparrows,  and  others,  have  all  been  around  in  very 
large  numbers. 

We  have  received  several  reports  of  a  great  increase  of  predators,-  due  largelj’’ 
to  the  shortage  of  ammunition  and  the  fact  that  there  is  less  trapping  being 
done  in  wartime.  This  Is  a  problem  v^hich  vrill  need  very  wise  handling  and  we 
feel  that  an  educational  campaign  is  most  desirable  at  the  present  time,  espec¬ 
ially  with  regard  to  the  hawks,  so  that  at  some  future  date,  beneficial  species 
may  not  suffer  extermination  through  being  9onfused  with  their  less  desirable 
relatives.  A  letter  on  this  question  is  quoted  on  the  next  page. 

We  have  also  been  asked  why  we  do  not  call  our  society  the  Saskatchewan  Natural 
History  Society  since  v/e  have  subscribers  to  the  ’’Blue  Jay”  all  across  the 
province.  Apart  from  the  fact  that  this  privilege  would  naturally  belong  to 
.  the  Regina  N.H.3.,  which  has  been  active  for  many  more  years  than  we  have,  it 
was  unanimously  decided  at  our  first  meeting  that  our  society  should  be  the 
Yorkton  N.H.S.  and  this  is  now  incorporated  in  the  const-itution.  What  we 
should  like  to  see,  however,  is  many  more  local  clubs,  all  of  which  could  them 
unite  to  form  a  federation  of  Saskatchev/an  naturalists.  Imagine  w^hat  could  be 
done  in  the  interests  of  our  native  wildlife  by  such  an  organisation’.  There  is 
no  need  for  a  natural  history  society  to  be  an  alarmingly  highbrov/  affair. 

Our  society  in  Yorkton  is  a  small,  friendly  group  of  people  who  are  all  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  out-of-doors,  but  we  have  very  definitely  learnt  the  value  of 
being  properly  organised.  For  several  years  we  watched  birds  and  had  some 
pleasant  times  but,  apart  from  purely  personal  enjoj'nent,  we  ’’got  nowhere” 
in  comparison  with  what  we  have  done  in  this  past  year  since  we  organised  as 
the  Y.H.N.S.  Now  we  feel  that  we  are  really  contributing  something  of  value 
to  the  community.  Surely  there  must  be  sufficient  nature  lovers  in  other 
centres  to  form  similar  groups. 


Isabel  M.  Priestly, 
President, 

Yorkton  Natural  History 
Society, 


We  should  like  to  remind  members  that  membership  fees  for  this  3^ear  are  now 
due;  will  members  also  please  trj’"  and  bring  our  society  and  the  ’’Blue  Jay”  to 
the  notice  of  others  interested  in  nature  and  our  native  wildlife, 
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The  annual  meeting  of  our  society  took  place  in  the  Council  Chambers  on  Friday 
evening,  September  24.  With  the  exception  of  three  changes  in  the  directorate  all 
officers  were  re-elected  for  the  current  year.  The  main  matter  of  business  was  the 
adoption  of  a  constitution  for  the  society  presented  by  the  retiring  executive. 

The  treasurer’s  report  showed  a  deficit  of  ^!>9.40  on  an  expenditure  for  the  past 
year  of  $59.50.  Each  issue  of  the  "Blue  Jay"  costs  approximately  ten  dollars  to 
produce  and  this,  it  imist  be  remembered,  is  only  for  stencils,  paper  and  postage, 
the  entire  work  of  mimeographing  the  bulletin  is  undertaken  bj'-  our  secretary,  to 
whom  a  special  vote  of  thanks  was  made  at  the  annual  meeting.  The  general  feeling 
was  that  the  membership  fee  should  be  increased  next  ^’’ear  to  place  the  production 
of  the  "Blue  Jay"  on  a  sounder  basis.  Among  the  plans  discussed  regarding  future 
activities  was  one  for  a  campaign  in  the  schools  next  spring  for  the  protection 
of  birds  and  their  nests  -  a  marked  increase  in  the  destruction  of  nests  and  eggs 
having  been  reported  from  several  sources  this  past  season.  It  was  also  suggested 
that  next  summer  we  start  making  a  collection  of  the  wild  flowers  of  this  district 
which  could  be  used  as  a  reference  collection  by  the  Yorkton  schools. 


As  our  main  club  project  this  year  we  have  been  making  a  study  of  the  Rousay 
Lakes  area  with  a  view  to  noting  the  changes  brought  about  through  the  restoration 
of  the  v/ater  levels  by  Ducks  Unlimited,  firs.  Priestly  made  a  collection  of  the 
most  characteristic  plants  of  the  area,  and  Stuart  Houston  banded  over  500  ducks 
and  waterfowl  in  four  traps  on  the  Upper  Lake.  This  winter  v/e  plan  to  make  a 
count  of  the  muskrat  houses. 


W.  Reid,  Los  Angeles,  president  of  Ducks  Unlimited  (U.S.A.),  spent  a  day  in 
Yorkton  in  September  looking  over  the  work,  that  has  already  been  carried  out,  in 
this  district,  Mr,  Reid,  a  former  resident  of  Alberta,  is  keenly  interested  in 
wildlife  problems  of  the  Canadian  pra5.ries,  -Ducks  Unlimited  are  nov/  starting 
work  on  a  scheme  to  restore  the  water  to  Leech  Lake,  south  of  Yorkton,  which,  in 
recent  years,  has  been  a  dreary  alkali  waste  given  over  to  gophers. 


Our  last  "Blue  Jay"  made  some  truly  long  distance  flights  -  to  the  Maritimes 
and  New  York;  across  the  Atlantic  to  Fjngland;  southvmrd  as  far  as  Pueblo,  Col., 
not  to  mention  several  points  in  British  Columbia  as  well  as  shorter  flights  to 
places  in  Manitoba  and  Alberta, 


Leroy  Simmons,  who  has  sent  us  several  interesting  bird  reports  from  Maymont, 
is  now  with  the  R.C,A»F,  taking  a  navigator’s  course.  ’7e  send  him  our  best  wishes 
arxl  these  also  go  to  Cpl.  J.  Culver,  U.S.  Army  Air  Force  and  to  Sgt.  Maj .  Frank 
Priestly,  R.C.A.,  both  of  v^hom  recently  arrived  in  England. 


Just  before  he  v/ent  overseas,  Cpl.  Culver  made  the  following  suggestion  in  a 
letter  from  New  York  thanking  us  for  tvv’o  copies  of  the  "Blue  Jay"  which  finallj’’ 

caught  up  with  him . "Could  yon  not  prepare  a  chart  showing  the  amount  of 

good  and  the  amount  of  harm  done  annually  by  the  various  species  of  hawks  and  owls? 

I  remember  when  Frank  and  I  caused  some  poor  fanner  to  tear  his  hair  and  the  gophers 
to  rejoice,  when  we  shot  a  Si-’rainson's  Hawk!  ".  -  We  have  had  other  requests  for 

something  of  this  sort  and  will  endeavour  to  draw  up  a  chart  before  next  spring, 

(By  the  waj"  Cpl.  Culver  very  tactfully  makes  no  reference  to  the  severe  lecture 
he  and  Frank  also  received  at  the  hands  of  Mrs.  Priestly  following  the  above 
mentioned  episode,  apparently  it  made  a  lasting  impression!) 
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BIRD  NOTES 


Two  birds  v/hich  have  fjreatly  increased  in  ntunbers  around  Yorkton  the  last  few 
years  are  the  Burrowing  Owl  and  the  Arkansas  Kingbird.  In  the  city  the  latter  has 
become  a  familiar  nesting  species  in  the  boulevard  maples  but  this  summer  one  pair 
built  their  nest  on  the  loviest  branch  of  a  spruce  just  outside  the  front  door  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  IT.  Pickering’s  home.  The  birds  v/ere  extremeljr  nervous  throughout  the  nest¬ 
ing  period  but  became  slightly  tamer  after  the  young  were  hatched.  In  an  effort  to 
tame  them  Mr.  and  Mrs,  Pickering  placed  tiny  strips  of  raw  meat  along  the  branch  near 
the  nest  and  these  were  quickly  fed  to  the  young  birds.  Incidentally,  the  rate  at 
which  those  young  Arkansas  Kingbirds  grew  was  amazing,  maybe  the  meat  had  something 
to  do  with  it. 


In  July,  J,  Gunn  heard  a  Whip-poor-will  calling  at  Devil's  Lake  near  Yorkton. 
From  what  we  can  gather  from  the  old-timers,  the  Whip-poor-will  ¥/as  not  uncommon  in 
the  Yorkton  area  years  ago. 


We  made  a  mistake  in  the  July  issue  when  v/e  stated  that  Mr.  McKim  onl^’-  had  two 
records  of  the  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  for  Melville,  The  ”tv70  records”  refer  to 
McCown's  Longspur  -  a  bird  of  the  drg^  prairies.  The  Chestnut-collared  Longspur  is 
quite  com.mon  around  Melville.  At  Yorkton  we  came  across  a  colony  of  these  attractive 
little  songsters  this  spring  near  Rousay’s  Lake  and  W.  Niven,  Sheho,  reports  that  the 
colony  he  noted  there  for  the  first  time  in  1942,  returned  to  the  same  locality  again 
this  summer. 


We  wonder  how  many  members  have  ever  seen  the  "pendulum”  flight  of  the  humming¬ 
bird  during  the  mating  season?  With  the  female  somewhere  in  the  vicinity,  and  his 
crimson  gorget  flashing  in  the  sun,  the  male  bird  suddenly  makes  a  sharply- inclined 
dive  and  is  then  carried  upwards  again,  by  his  own  momentum,  to  complete  a  half 
circle.  When  he  has  reached  the  same  level  as  that  from  v/hich  he  started  his  dive, 
he  turns  quickly  and  zooms  down  again,  repeating  over  and  over  again,  with  such 
rapidity  that  it  sometimes  looks  as  if  he  were  being  swung,  back  and  forth,  on  a 
length  of  string. 

This  summer,  J,  Whyte,  Fort  San,  noted  this  rarely-?/ itnessed  performance  of  the 
Hummingbird  for  the  first  time,  the  flight  taking  place  just  outside  the  kitchen 
window  of  their  farm.  And  last  year,  H.M.  Rayner  also  sav/  the  same  thing  in  his 
garden  at  Ituna.  He  says,  ”the  male  hummingbird  v/ould  climb  to  a  height  of  about 
fifty  feet  and  then  dive  steeply  until  within  a  fev/  feet  of  the  ground,  v/hen  he 
would  climb  again,  turn  and  repeat  the  performance.  I  have  not  seen  a  "humm.er”  per¬ 
form  in  this  v;ay  at  any  time  before  or  since,  though  they  are  steady  visitors  in  my 
garden  throughout  the  summer,” 


The  nest  of  a  hummingbird  was  located  this  summer  by  Peter  Bodiuk,  Grade  3, 
Mamornitz  School,  Buchanan.  He  cjid  his  sister  and  tv/o  brothers  visited  the  nest 
daily  from  the  time  two  tiny  egjs  were  laid.  Incubation  apparently  was  well  under 
tv/o  v/eeks  and  the  rate  at  v/hich  the  baby  birds  developed  vms  something  to  marvel  at. 
Within  four  days  they  ?;cre  fully  feathered-  "green  on  the  back  and  grey  on  the 
breast”  and  in  another  day  or  so  they  were  taking  their  first  flight.  Peter  and 
other  members  of  the  school  made  some  excellent  drawings  for  us  of  this  nest  which 
is  now  in  tho  school  collection.  It  was  "a  flimsy  nest  riding  saddle-fashion  on  the 
branch  and  was  C'"instructed  of  poplar  bark  on  the  outside  and  lined  v/ith  white  dewn 
just  like  cotton-batting.”  We  thank  Alex  Bartko,  School  president,  for  sending  us 
this  account. 
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BIIID  MOTES  (continued) 


We  p:ere  more  than  pleased  to  pet  in  touch  with  Pilot  Officer  Keith  Mitchell  of 
the  K.A.F.  who,  last  spring,  v/as  training,  first  at  Davidson  and  later  at  Svfift 
Current.  P.O.  Mitchell  has  been  a  keen  bird  student  in  England  and  up  to  Julp  16 
had  pot  a  list  of  85  different  species  of  Canadian  birds,  ’’....mostly’'  noted  from 
trains  or  on  odd  oveninp  walks.” 

He  sent  us  one  very  interesting  observation  from  Si^^ift  Current  -  ’’Birds,”  he 
wrote,  ’’are  rather  a  menace  vijhen  flpinp.  When  doinp  low  flyinp  here  v/e  have  to  be 
careful  of  them,  especially  of  the  Marsh  Hawk,  v/hich  has  can  awkward  habit  of  rearing 
up  in  its  normal  quartering  over  the  fields  when  an  aircraft  approaches.  Fortunately 
none  have,  so  far,  hit  any  aircraft  that  I  have,  boon  flying,”  Ho  also  told  us  that 
”.,.,once  while  indulging  in  some  very  lev;  flyinr  \7ith  an  instructor  over  Rush  Lake, 
wc  saw  a  heron  Tdiicli  puzzled  us.  However,  by  doing  a  steop  turn  w'o  found  it  again 
and  noted  its  broad,  ash-grey  wings  and  dark  green  or  black  body.  Both  of  us  being 
English  knoTi  wc  had  not  seen  that  type  of  heron  before.  I  imagine  it  was  a  Black- 
crowned  Night  Heron  and,  if  it  was  breeding  there,  the  nest  would  certainly  have  to 
bo  on  the  ground.  That  particular  trip  was  fun,  for  though  bird  watching  at  100 
m.p.h,  is  not  easy,  we  recognised  various  species  v/e  had  seen  on  other  occasions, 
including  Blue-winged  Teal,  Pint/dl,  Baldpatc,  Red -winged  Blackbird,  Black  Tern, 
Frcanklin  Gull  and  others.”  ' 

P.O,  Mitchell  considers  the  Lark  Bunting  ’’....is  easily  the  finest  prairie  song¬ 
ster.”  (Hov7  many  of  our  members  would  be  of  the  same  opinion?).  He  is  now  taking 
a  navigator’s  course  in  Prince  Edward  Island  and  flying  far  out  over  the  Gulf  of  St. 
Lawrence.  T7e  send  him  our  best  wishes  for  good  flying  and  good  binding  ^7herever  he 
may  be  posted. 


Mr.  McKim  reports  that  the  purple  finch,  which  he  has  had  since  April  1942  and 
which  retained  its  rich  plumage  all  through  last  winter,  has,  this  Fall,  undergone 
a  complete  moult  rjid  is  now  changed  to  dull  yellov;.  For  some  unknown  reason  Purple 
Finches  lose  their  lovol;?-  magenta  color  in  captivity.  IThile,  last  summer,  Mr.  McKim' 
bird  would  only  eat  chickv/eed  from  the  garden,  ’’....this  3^ear,”he  says,  ”it  ate 
lettuce  pjid  dandelions  at  a  great  rate”,  so  apparentl3^  it  got  its  daili'-  vitamins! 


From  the  south-v/est  section  of  'the  province,  Mr.  Laurence  B,  Potter  writes  that 
the  Lark  Sparrow  has  become  quite  a  familiar  bird  ar<'>und  Eastend  the  last  ten  j^ears. 


On  Sept,  12,  some  Yorkton  members  made  an  unusual  capture  when  they  caught  a 
young  bittern  as  it  was  hiding  in  the  grass  at  Rousa3'’’s  Lake.  This  bird  was  promptl 
banded  by  Stuart  Houston,  Capture  of  a  ^’’oung  bittern,  still  unable  to  fl^'-,  at  such 
a  late  date,  raises  the  question  whether  bitterns  have  tv/o. broods  in  one  season. 


Ducks  Unlimited  report  the  o;reatest  increase  in  crov/s  and  magpies  in  six  j^ears. 
Letters  from  our  members  also  bear  this  out  and  many  readers  will  agree  with  H.  Niven 
Shoho,  who  v/rites  "There  is  a  familg'-  of  crows  around  the  j^’ard  and  thej’-  seem  to  know 
that  I  have  nothing  to  shoot  them  with.  I  think  the  more  crows  one  can  shoot  the 
better.  It  would  be  impcssil.le  to  destroy  them  all  anjnr/fiy,  they  are  too  cunning.™ 
and  since  thej^  have  se  few  natural  enemies  it  is  up  to  man  to  keep  thorn  under  dojitrol 
the  same  as  he  does  weeds  and  other  pests.” 


Buff-breasted  Sandpipers  -  rarelj^’-observed  migrants  across  the  prairies  -  were 
noted  on  Ma^'’  22  Francis  Ro"'.',  Tull  is. 
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Audubon  Junior  Clubs.  We  should  af^ain  like  to  draw  the  attention  of  teachers  and 

anyone  connected  with  young  people’s  groups  to  the  advantages 
of  organizing  an  Audubon  Junior  Club,  Audubon  Junior  Clubs  are  sponsored  by  the 
Audubon  Society  of  the  United  States,  to  pronote  an  interest  in  birds  and  wildlife 
general?.y.  To  forn  a  club  it  is  necessary  to  have  an  adult  advisor  and  at  least  ten 
members.  Dues  are  ten  cents  for  the  school  j^ear  and  in  return  each  member  receives 
a  badge,  six  four-page  bird  leaflets  and  six  colored  bird  plates,  as  v^ell  as  the 
club  paper  ’’Mews  On  The  Wing” .  The  adult  advisor  also  receives  a  special  leaflet 
’’Things  To  Do”.  In  Canada  registration  may  be  made  through  the  magazine  ’’Canadian 
Nature”,  177  Jarvis  St,,  Toronto.  There  are  novr  Junior  Audubon  Clubs  in  ever^’’ 
province  of  Canada  and  many  clubs  exchange  nature  notes  and  ideas  for  club  meetings, 
activities  and  so  on. 

Books.  We  have  been  asked  several  times  to  recommend  a  bird  book  for  children. 

The  best  one  that  we  know  for  quite  small  people  is  ’’The  Burgess  Bird  Book 
for  Children.”  Older  children,  from  ten  years  up,  will  appreciate  ’’Birds  of  Canada” 
by  Taverner,  This  is  the  one  essential  book  for  every  bird  lover.  Birds  of  Canada 
v;as  first  issued  as  a  bulletin  of  the  National  Museum,  Ottawa,  but  is  now  published 
by  Musson  and  Go,  and  costs  ^3.50.  As  the  ideal  Christmas  gift  for  anyone  interes¬ 
ted  in  the  out-of-doors,  vre  suggest  the  new  book  on  ’’Ducks,  Geese  and  Swans  of 
North  America”  by  Kortvu-ight. 

’’Birds  of  Nipav/in”.  Mavirice  G.  Street’s  List  of  the  Birds  of  Nipawin,  to  which  we 

referred  in  our  July  issue  of  the  ’’Blue  Jjij?’”  is  now  available 
and  has  already  had  splendid  ’’write  ups”  in  the  bird  columns  of  the  Winnipeg  Free 
Press  and  Winnipeg  Tribune.  In  the  Free  Press’  ”Chicka,dee  Motes”,  A.G.  Lav/rence 
v/rote  ”In  all,  Mr,  Street  has  listed  196  species,  of  which  115  are  known  to  breed. 
This  is  an  excellent  record  and  Mr.  Street  is  to  be  congratulated  upon  his  splendid 
series  of  observations . and  V/e  are  glad  that  the  Yorkton  Natural  History’-  Soc¬ 

iety  has  been  able  to  present  these  in  a  form  which  can  be  widely  distributed  to 
assist  other  bird  lovers  and  to  bring  Mr.  Street  to  the  fore  as  a  competent  amateur 
ornithologist.  We  recommend  the  list  to  all  Saskatchewan  and  western  Manitoba  bird 
enthusiasts,  it  is  a  model  local  record.”  /.nd  in  the  Tribune’s  ”Wild  Wings”,  B.W. 
Cartwright  said  ”Mr.  Street  has  been  keeping  records  of  the  bird  life  of  his  dist¬ 
rict  since  1922.  Without  contact  with  other  ornithologists,  except  by  correspondence 
his  list  is  a  notable  achievement,  and  will  be  recognised  hy  other  ornithologists 
as  an  accurate  piece  of  scientific  observation.”  Copies  of  this  ten-page  list  may 
bo  obtained  for  ten  cents  from  our  secretary,  C,  Stuart  Houston,  Box  642,  Yorkton, 
who  undertook  the  big  job  of  the  mimeographing.  In  our  next  ’’Blue  Jay”  we  will 
comment  on  certain  of  Pb:,  Street’s  records  of  more  uncommon  birds. 

Christmas  Bird  Census.  It  may  seem  rather  early  to  talk  about  a  Christmas  Bird 

Census  but  we  v^ant  to  remind  readers  of  the  most  successful 
count  which  was  made  last  year  and  we  are  hoping  that  still  more  members  will  get 
out  and  make  a  count  for  their  particular  locality  this  year.  The  census  should  be 
taken  on  any  one  day  between  Christmas  and  New  Year;  often  the  intervening  Sunday 
is  chosen.  If  possiVile,  observers  should  be  in  the  field  for  six  hours,  but  weather 
conditions  may  make  this  impossible.  All  birds  seen,  should  be  counted,  for  example, 
’’one  Blue  Jay,  250  Snow  Buntings”,  but,  if  the  same  territory  is  traversed  on  .a 
return  trip,  the  birds  should  only  be  counted  on  either  the  outward  or  homeward 
journey.  Please  send,  as  v^ell,  notes  on  the  weather,  temperature,  wind  and  any 
other  special  points  of  interest.  Fill  all  members  let  us  have  their  counts  as  soon 
as  possible  after  they  are  made  so  that  they  may  appear  in  the  January  ’’Blue  Jay”. 

It  will  be  most  intGresti.ng  to  compare  this  season’s  census  with  that  of  last  year. 
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FrX''^.RS  AND  INSECTS 


In  eastern  Saskatchevmn  e.nvr-mjf  there  were  lots  of  wild  flowers  last  summer  - 
around  Ycrkton  the  roadsides  v/erc  ;':ay,  first  'with  Black-eyed  Susans  cand  then  ¥irith  a 
profusion  of  sunflovrers,  [;:olden-rod  and  asters,  v/hile  eYery  pond  ?\:as  white  V7ith  the 
iDlossom  of  the  wild  parsnip.  From  McLean,  Mrs.  E*!/.  Cates  wrote,  ’’The  wet  seasons 
have  brcusht  back  many  native  flowers  not  seen  fot*  years  -  more  red  lilies,  and  best 
of  all,  ;vc  now  knov;  tho.t  the  shooting-star  and  ladies  slippers  have  not  f^one  for  ever 
as  we  found  some  of  both  this  summer.”  Dr.  C.J.  Houston  also  reported  seein.3  masses 
of  red  lilies  while  travelling  hy  train  in  July  between  Tyvan,  Sask.  and  Brandon. 

One  interestinr;  plant  that  flowo'*'od  in  abundance  in  many  ponds  this  summer  v/as 
the  Bladder-wort,  an  aquatic  plant  with  two-lipped,  bri^^ht  yellow  flowers  rather  like 
those  cf  the  snap-dracon.  The  most  interesting  feature  of  the  Bladder-wort  however, 
lies  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  for  amon^  the  finely  divided  leaves  are  tiny 
bladders,  which,  by  means  of  a  valve-like  opening,  act  as  trap  to  catch  small  water 
insects.  The  imprisoned  insects  soon  die  and,  from  the  products  of  their  decaying 
bodies,  the  Bladder-wort  obtains  its  supply  of  nitrogenous  food. 


We  were  grateful  to  G.  Shirley  Brooks  of  Ylinnipeg,  for  kindlj'-  identifying  a  most 
ugly  black,  beetle-like  insect  which  was  caught  on  a  Ycrkton  verandah  in  August.  It 
v/as  a  Giant  Water  Bug  (Belostoma  americanus).  ’’They  are”,  v^rote  Mr.  Brooks,  "most 
rrapacious  aquatic  insects  living  on  other  insects  and  small  fish  and  are  most  dest¬ 
ructive  in  a  fish  hatchery.  Water  Bugs  seize  their  prey  with  their  front  legs  and 
pierce  it  with  their  sharp  beak.  Their  mouths  are  framed  for  sucking  and  the  beak 
arises  from  the  front  part  of  the  head.  They  often  fly  from  pond  to  pond  and  are 
frequently  attracted  to  light;  I  have  seen  dozens  under  light  standards,  but  not  in 
late  years.  I  suppose  that,  like  other  insects,  they  go  in  cycles. 

Continuing,  Mr.  Brooks,  who  is  an  authority'-  on  Manitoba  butterflies,  then  said, 
”I  spent  a  month  in  the  n  rth  this  summer  and  was  at  Churchill  for  hcalf  of  July. 
Collecting  was  poor  this  year  and  has  been  so  all  over  the  province.  Have  you  not¬ 
iced  many  butterflies?  It  has  been  the  poorest  collecting  in  Manitoba  that  I  have 
known  in  25  years,  and  a  friend  in  Birtle,  who  has  collected  there  for  45  years, 
says  the  same  thing.” 

Can  any  of  our  members  answer  Mr.  Brook’s  query  regarding  the  bMtlterfly  situat¬ 
ion  in  Saskatchewan  last  summer?  -  In  and  around  Yorkton  there  seemed  a  marked  scar¬ 
city  cf  insect  pests.  Except  in  May,  mosquitoes  were  not  over-abundant;  tent  cater¬ 
pillars  were  few,  and  the  common  house-fly  hardly  put  in  an  appearance.  Damsel-flies 
close  relatives  of  the  dragonflies,viiere  abundant.  Apparently’-  the  species  we  had  T/as 
the  Ruby  Spot  Damsel  Fly,  so  called  frr^m  the  red  spot  at  the  base  of  the  wings.  On 
the  evening  cf  Sept,  26,  following  an  exceptionally  warm  day?-,  Yorkton* s  main  street 
was  invaded  by  swarms  of  Water  Boatmen,  the  same  small  insect  that  on  Sept.  29  des¬ 
cended  on  Pc-rtage-la-Prairie  in  such  millions  as  to  rate  a  newspaper  story^.  With 
them  were  also  quite  a  number  of  Predaceous  Diving  Beetles  -  another  aquatic  species 
which  periodically  takes  a  notion  to  make  long  flights. 


We  were  interested  to  note  the  following  in  an  account  of  the  Art  School  at 
Emma  Lake  -  ”Mr.  Kenderline  insists  on  preserving  the  natural  beauty  of  the  place. 
The  moss  carpet  under  the  tall  spruces  is  thickly  sprinkled  v/ith  creamy^  pigeon-berry 
flowers  and  tiny  delicate  twin  flov/ers.  The  students  are  asked  not  to  pick  them, 
thus  preserving  the  natural  beauty’-  of  the  camp  and  teaching  the  students  to  appreci¬ 
ate  loveliness  in  its  proper  setting.  ’Each  thing  in  its  own  place  is  best*  is  a 
lesson  worth  learning.” 
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INFORMTION  PLEASE. 


In  an  article  in  the  Leader  Post  in  Au,just,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Flock  commented  on 
the  great  influx  of  Short-eared  Owls  (Marsh  Cwls),  and  suggested  that  this  might  be 
due  to  an  abundance  of  mice  brought  about  by  the  large  amount  of  un threshed  grain 
that  was  left  in  the  open  last  winter.  It  vjill  be  interesting  to  note  if  Short¬ 
eared  0v7ls  stay  on  longer  than  usual  this  fall,  or  even  remain  for  the  winter,  as 
they  sometimes  do  v/hen  mice  are  abundant.  Last  winter  F.  Roy,  Tullis,  recorded  one 
Short-eared  Owl  in  the  Christmas  Bird  Census. 


What  is  the  situation  this  fall  with  regard  to  prairie  chicken  (Sharp-tailed 
Grouse)?  Last  year  the  majority  of  our  members  reported  that  a  marked  decline  in 
numbers  had  taken  place . 


Hov;  ¥;ell  known  is  our  namesake  the  Blue  Jay?  We  had  imagined  that  it  was  a 
famdliar  bird,  at  least  in  Eastern  Saskatchewan,  v^herever  there  were  trees,  so  it 
came  as  quite  a  shock  to  learn  that  Mrs.  Marion  Nixon,  Wauchope,  has  never  seen  one, 
especially  as  Blue  Jays  are  reported  in  Mitchell’s  Catalogue  of  ^skatchewan  Birds 
as  nesting  in  the  Moose  Mountains.  (By  the  way,  it  will  be  remembered  that  we  really 
chose  our  title  because  ''Sam.my  Jay”  was  the  ’’roving  reporter”  of  the  Burgess  Bedtime 
Stories  world). 


Have  any  members  ever  come  across  an  instance  of  the  coyote, -the  prairie  wolf, 
praying  on  deer  in  winter  time?  Apparently  coyotes  will  sometimes  attack  deer  when 
the  latter  are  in  a  weakened  cond.ition  at  the  end  of  a  severe  cold  spell. 


”In  the  nature  column  of  an  English  nev'/spaper  received  recently,  there  was  an 
account  of  the  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  (close  relative  of  the  American  Hairy)  making 
a  new  hole  to  serve  as  a  winter  shelter.  Has  anyone  seen  either  our  own  Hairy,  or 
the  Downy,  excavating  a  new  hole  in  the  fall  of  the  year?  Very  little  is  known,  in 
fact,  of  where  birds  pass  the  long  cold  nights  of  vrinter.  Chickadees  v;ill  all  pile 
into  one  small  cavity,  but  where  does  "Sammy”  Blue  Jay  spend  the  hours  of  darkness? 
Has  anyone  ever  come  across  a  roost  of  Bohemian  Waxwings?” 

We  repeat  this  query,  which  appeared  in  the  second  issue  of  our  bulletin,  as 
the  question  of  winter-shelters  of  birds  is  an  interesting  and  largely  unsolved 
problem  of  bird  study. 


In  answer  to  our  query  regarding  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  Cliff  Swallows 
throughout  the  west,  the  general  opinion  seems  to  be  that  the  common  house  sparrow 
is  largely  to  blame,  the  latter  not  only  destroy  the  eggs  and  young  of  the  Cliff 
Swallow,  but  also  take  possession  of  the  nests. 

Last  summer  Miss  Ethel  Lloyd  came  across  an  actual  instance  of  this  in  the 
Qu’Appelle  Valley.  Under  the  bridge  at  the  east  end  of  Katep?;e  Lake  she  located  a 
nesting  colony  of  Cliff  Swallows  and,  ’’since  the  ’water  was  only  flowing  through  the 
center  span,  it  was  possible  to  investigate  the  two  spans  on  either  side,”  She  rep¬ 
orts  that  "i^lasterod  a;^ainst  the  overhead  beams  were  numerous  bottle-shaped  mud  nests 
of  these  sv/allcws.  Occasionally  one  caught  a  glim^pse  of  the  wee  face  of  a  young  bird 
at  the  entrance  to  the  nest.  Parents  fed  the  hungry  young  and  chattered  quietly  back 
and  forth  before  darting  away.  And  then,  much  to  our  surprise,  along  came  a  noisy 
English  sparrow  with  a  grub  in  his  bill.  He  flew  directly  to  a  perfect  gourd-like 
nest,  wriggled  in  through  the  crocked  neck  and  disposed,  of  the  grub.  It  v/as  the 
first  time  that  members  of  our  party  had  known  that  the  pesky  House  Sparrow  would 
Bvict  a  Cliff  Swallow  and  take  possession  of  the  nest.” 
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